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Section One: Overview of the IB Diploma Programme 

History and Purpose of the IB Diploma Programme 
The International Baccalaureate was initiated to serve the needs of students whose parents were 
internationally mobile: diplomats, businesspeople, and professors, primarily.  These students required a 
curriculum program and diploma that would be standardized and universally honored so they could gain 
admission to universities in whatever country their family was located at the time.  The IB Diploma 
Programme was developed to fulfill this need, and soon other parents who recognized the value of the 
programme sought to have their students’ schools offer it as well.  Here is the IB Organization’s own 
version of its history and mission statement: 
 

History and Mission Statement of the International Baccalaureate 
from the IB Organization website – http://ibo.org/history and http://ibo.org/mission/index.cfm, updated 2011: 

 
The International Baccalaureate® (IB) was founded in Geneva, Switzerland in 1968 as a non-profit 
educational foundation.  A group of talented, forward-thinking teachers at the International School of 
Geneva, with assistance from several other international schools, created the IB Diploma Programme. 
What started life as a single programme for internationally mobile students preparing for university, has  
today grown into three programmes for students aged 3 to 19. 

The programme in the early days consisted of a common pre-university curriculum and a common set of 
external examinations for students in schools throughout the world, seeking to provide students with a 
truly international education. Although the first IB schools were predominantly private international 
schools, they included a very small number of private national institutions and schools belonging to state 
education departments. This has changed over the years and today over half of all IB World Schools  
(authorized to offer one or more of our programmes) are state schools. 

At our heart we are motivated by a mission to create a better world through education.  We value our 
hard-earned reputation for quality, for high standards and for pedagogical leadership. We achieve our  
goals by working with partners and by actively involving our stakeholders, particularly teachers. 

We promote intercultural understanding and respect, not as an alternative to a sense of cultural and 
national identity, but as an essential part of life in the 21st century.  All of this is captured in our mission  
statement: 

The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people who  
help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect. 

To this end the organization works with schools, governments and international organizations to develop  
challenging programmes of international education and rigorous assessment. 

These programmes encourage students across the world to become active, compassionate and lifelong 
learners who understand that other people, with their differences, can also be right. 
 

 

 
 

The IB Diploma Programme was originally designed to help students 
whose parents were internationally mobile to gain admission to 
universities.  It has grown to provide a rigorous, inquiry-based, 
internationally-minded education program to a broad range of students. 
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IB Learner Profile 
The IB Organization initiated the Learner Profile to define the goals of its Primary Year Programme 
(PYP) for students aged 3-12.  Over time, however, the organization concluded that the traits that they 
hoped to cultivate in younger students were valuable for students of all ages.  Today, the IB Learner 
Profile guides teaching and learning in all IB programmes – including the Diploma Programme at WKHS: 
 

IB Learner Profile 
from the IB Learner Profile Booklet published by the IB Organization, January 2009: 

 
The aim of all IB programmes is to develop internationally minded people who, recognizing their  
common humanity and shared guardianship of the planet, help to create a better and more peaceful world.  

IB learners strive to be:  

Inquirers They develop their natural curiosity. They acquire the skills necessary to 
conduct inquiry and research and show independence in learning. They actively  
enjoy learning and this love of learning will be sustained throughout their lives.  

Knowledgeable They explore concepts, ideas and issues that have local and global significance.  
In so doing, they acquire in-depth knowledge and develop understanding across  
a broad and balanced range of disciplines.  

Thinkers They exercise initiative in applying thinking skills critically and creatively to  
recognize and approach complex problems, and make reasoned, ethical  
decisions.  

Communicators They understand and express ideas and information confidently and creatively in 
more than one language and in a variety of modes of communication. They work 
effectively and willingly in collaboration with others.  

Principled They act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness, justice and 
respect for the dignity of the individual, groups and communities. They take  
responsibility for their own actions and the consequences that accompany them.  

Open-minded They understand and appreciate their own cultures and personal histories, and 
are open to the perspectives, values and traditions of other individuals and 
communities. They are accustomed to seeking and evaluating a range of points  
of view, and are willing to grow from the experience.  

Caring They show empathy, compassion and respect towards the needs and feelings of 
others. They have a personal commitment to service, and act to make a positive  
difference to the lives of others and to the environment.  

Risk-takers They approach unfamiliar situations and uncertainty with courage and 
forethought, and have the independence of spirit to explore new roles, ideas and  
strategies. They are brave and articulate in defending their beliefs.  

Balanced They understand the importance of intellectual, physical and emotional balance  
to achieve personal well-being for themselves and others.  

Reflective They give thoughtful consideration to their own learning and experience. They 
are able to assess and understand their strengths and limitations in order to  
support their learning and personal development. 
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General Requirements to Earn  
the Diploma of the International Baccalaureate 

For most IB Diploma Programme students, the “end goal” of participation is to earn the Diploma of the 
International Baccalaureate.  This diploma is honored by colleges and universities across the United 
States and around the world; some colleges and universities admit holders of this diploma with 
sophomore standing.  Regardless of the advantages and benefits related to university admission and 
credit, to earn the Diploma of the International Baccalaureate represents a great achievement for a student. 
 
There are six IB Diploma Programme Subject Groups: 

IB Diploma Programme Subject Groups Courses available at WKHS 

Group 1    Studies in Language & Literature English Literature HL 

Group 2    Language Acquisition French SL or HL; Latin SL or HL; Spanish SL or HL  

Group 3    Individuals and Societies Economics SL; Geography SL 

Group 4    Experimental Sciences Environmental Systems & Societies SL; Chemistry HL 

Group 5    Mathematics Mathematics SL; Mathematics HL 

Group 6    The Arts and Other Electives Business and Management SL or HL;  
Computer Science SL; Design Technology SL;  
Film SL; Theatre SL 

 
A “Standard Level” (SL) course includes less content than a “Higher Level” (HL) course, and may be 
taught over a shorter period than an HL course.  All HL courses are two years long, while an SL course 
may be taught in one or 1 ½ years.  SL and HL courses carry the same expectations and standards for 
students’ performance; the difference is in the quantity of content to be learned. 
 
To earn the Diploma of the International Baccalaureate, a student must successfully complete the exams 
for one course in each of the six Subject Groups (a total of six IB Subject courses).  Unlike an AP 
Exam, which can be taken without completing the course, a student must complete the associated IB 
course in order to be eligible to take its exam.  The student must also take at least three and no more 
than four Higher Level (HL) courses.  
 
Additionally, a student who wants to earn the Diploma of the International Baccalaureate must complete: 

•  Theory of Knowledge a course which explores the nature of knowledge; it asks questions like “How 
      do we know something is real / true?” and “How do our standards for truth 
      differ from discipline to discipline?”  In order to complete this course, students 
      must write a 1,200-1,600 word essay to be graded externally and make an  
      in-class presentation.  Additional coursework will be assigned by the teacher. 

•  Extended Essay  a work of original research on a specific topic of personal interest to the  
      student.  The student must write this 4,000-word essay and submit it for  
      external grading. 

•  Creativity-Action-  a series of projects that take a student’s learning outside the classroom and into 
   Service    the community.  Students must complete and reflect upon 50 hours of  
      creativity, 50 hours of physical activity, and 50 hours of community  
      service. 


